565 nation of drugs. A drug begins to act therapeutically when it is deposited by the blood, either in the histological elements of the tissues, or in the secreting and execreting organs which open on a mucous surface. When a drug is administered by the mouth, it is subjected in its passage through the alimentary canal to the action of acids, alkalies, alkaline chlorides, oxygen, and sulphuretted hydrogen. It is then absorbed into the circulation, and subjected to the action of the blood, the albumen of which forms with insoluble salts, soluble albuminates. The albumen has the power of interfering with changes resulting from chemical affinity, and hence it is that acids, as gallic and tannic, can circulate in the blood without combining with its alkali. As a rule, a remedy is "masked" by albumen in the circulation, and only acts at its point of-eliminating from the blood. Foreign substances introduced into the organism tend to rejoin their similars or analogues among the normal principles; sulphur, phosphorus, iron, etc., will tend towards sulphur, phosphorus, and iron respectively,* sellenium will tend towards the sulphur of the body, and arsenic towards phosphorus. 
